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§200.458

and uniforms of personnel engaged in
security activities; equipment; bar-
riers; protective (non-military) gear,
devices, and equipment; contractual se-
curity services; and consultants. Cap-
ital expenditures for plant security
purposes are subject to §200.439 Equip-
ment and other capital expenditures.

§200.458 Pre-award costs.

Pre-award costs are those incurred
prior to the effective date of the Fed-
eral award directly pursuant to the ne-
gotiation and in anticipation of the
Federal award where such costs are
necessary for efficient and timely per-
formance of the scope of work. Such
costs are allowable only to the extent
that they would have been allowable if
incurred after the date of the Federal
award and only with the written ap-
proval of the Federal awarding agency.

§200.459 Professional service costs.

(a) Costs of professional and consult-
ant services rendered by persons who
are members of a particular profession
or possess a special skill, and who are
not officers or employees of the non-
Federal entity, are allowable, subject
to paragraphs (b) and (¢) when reason-
able in relation to the services ren-
dered and when not contingent upon
recovery of the costs from the Federal
government. In addition, legal and re-
lated services are limited under
§200.435 Defense and prosecution of
criminal and civil proceedings, claims,
appeals and patent infringements.

(b) In determining the allowability of
costs in a particular case, no single fac-
tor or any special combination of fac-
tors is necessarily determinative. How-
ever, the following factors are relevant:

(1) The nature and scope of the serv-
ice rendered in relation to the service
required.

(2) The necessity of contracting for
the service, considering the non-Fed-
eral entity’s capability in the par-
ticular area.

(3) The past pattern of such costs,
particularly in the years prior to Fed-
eral awards.

(4) The impact of Federal awards on
the non-Federal entity’s business (i.e.,
what new problems have arisen).

(5) Whether the proportion of Federal
work to the non-Federal entity’s total
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business is such as to influence the
non-Federal entity in favor of incur-
ring the cost, particularly where the
services rendered are not of a con-
tinuing nature and have little relation-
ship to work under Federal awards.

(6) Whether the service can be per-
formed more economically by direct
employment rather than contracting.

(7) The qualifications of the indi-
vidual or concern rendering the service
and the customary fees charged, espe-
cially on non-federally funded activi-
ties.

(8) Adequacy of the contractual
agreement for the service (e.g., descrip-
tion of the service, estimate of time re-
quired, rate of compensation, and ter-
mination provisions).

(c) In addition to the factors in para-
graph (b) of this section, to be allow-
able, retainer fees must be supported
by evidence of bona fide services avail-
able or rendered.

§200.460 Proposal costs.

Proposal costs are the costs of pre-
paring bids, proposals, or applications
on potential Federal and non-Federal
awards or projects, including the devel-
opment of data necessary to support
the non-Federal entity’s bids or pro-
posals. Proposal costs of the current
accounting period of both successful
and unsuccessful bids and proposals
normally should be treated as indirect
(F&A) costs and allocated currently to
all activities of the non-Federal entity.
No proposal costs of past accounting
periods will be allocable to the current
period.

§200.461 Publication and
costs.

printing

(a) Publication costs for electronic
and print media, including distribu-
tion, promotion, and general handling
are allowable. If these costs are not
identifiable with a particular cost ob-
jective, they should be allocated as in-
direct costs to all benefiting activities
of the non-Federal entity.

(b) Page charges for professional
journal publications are allowable
where:

(1) The publications report work sup-
ported by the Federal government; and
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